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KEYNOTE 
CONTROVERSIES

(UN)FREE 
SOCIETY

PODCASTS 
LIVE

BATTLE FOR 
THE ECONOMY

IDEOLOGICAL 
CAPTURE?

THE STATE 
OF WELFARE

ETHICAL 
DILEMMAS

CULTURE 
WARS

GO ON, 
CONVINCE ME

CONTEMPORARY 
CONTROVERSIES

THE STATE 
OF BRITAIN

INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS

CONTROLLING 
THE NARRATIVE? 
THE POLITICS OF 
MISINFORMATION 
AND TRUTH
Quassim Cassam
Munira Mirza
Jacob Reynolds
David Rose
Robert Tombs
Chair: Claire Fox

WILL REFORM BE 
ALLOWED TO RULE? 
HOW TO TAKE ON 
‘THE BLOB’
Danny Kruger MP
in conversation with 
Claire Fox 

WE DON’T ‘DO GOD’: 
HAVE WE LOST 
FAITH IN SECULAR 
LIBERALISM?
Ashley Frawley
Lord Maurice Glasman
Ike Ijeh
Khalid Mahmood
Michael Murphy
Chair: Jacob Reynolds

SHOULD WE 
TOLERATE THE 
INTOLERANT?
Steve Baker
Frank Furedi
Ben Jones
Harry Miller
Rupa Subramanya
Chair: Ella Whelan

LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH

PODCAST LIVE: 
THIS ISN’T WORKING 
ARE WOMEN TO 
BLAME FOR ‘WOKE’ 
WORKPLACES?
Host: Tanya de Grunwald 
Guest: Joanna WIlliams 

THE DEATH OF 
ENTERPRISE: ARE 
REGULATIONS 
STRANGLING 
BUSINESS?
Lord Stewart Jackson
Tony Matharu
Wendy Whittaker-Large
Chair: Sheila Lewis

AFTER ARDAY: 
IS SOCIOLOGY 
WORTH SAVING?
Sam Glover
Ellie Lee
Emma Trimble
Chair: 
Ruth Mieschbuehler

LUNCH

WHAT HAS THE BBC 
EVER DONE FOR US?
Phil Craig
Linda Duberley
Philip Kiszely
Chair: Tiffany Jenkins

IS IT ISLAMISM – 
OR IS THERE A 
PROBLEM WITH 
ISLAM?
Daniel Ben-Ami
Josh Howie
Khadija Khan
Connie Shaw
Jake Wallis Simons
Chair: Mark Birbeck

WHITE WORKING 
CLASS: FORGOTTEN 
DEMOGRAPHIC OR 
IDENTITY GRIEVANCE-
MONGERING?
Ada Akpala
Albie Amankona
Neil Davenport
Brian Denny
Eric Kaufmann
Chair: Alka Sehgal 
Cuthbert

GB NEWS FREE 
SPEECH NATION 
WITH JOSH HOWIE
Baroness Joanne Cash
Quassim Cassam
Tanya de Grunwald
Francis Foster
Genevieve Gluck
Intel Lady
Host: Josh Howie

PODCAST LIVE: 
THE SPIKED PODCAST 
LATEST IN POLITICS, 
FREE SPEECH AND 
THE CULTURE WAR 
Hosts: Fraser Myers 
and Tom Slater 
Guests: Poppy Coburn, 
Francis Foster and 
Andrew Gold

PODCAST LIVE: 
THE FREE SPEECH 
UNION ON THE FREE 
SPEECH FRONTLINE
Host: Connie Shaw 
Guests: Ben Jones, 
Jan Macvarish and 
David Rose

PODCAST LIVE: 
THE BRINK 
ISLAM IN BRITAIN 
AFTER OCOBER 7 
Hosts: Andrew Fox and 
Jake Wallis Simons 
Guest: Fiyaz Mughal

FROM ENERGY CAPS 
TO RENT CONTROLS: 
CAN THE STATE RUN 
THE MARKET?
Martin Abrams
Steve Baker
Rob Lyons
Vicky Pryce
Chair: Phil Mullan

WTF IS 
MANCHESTERISM...
AND CAN IT SAVE THE 
ECONOMY?
Jonny Ball
Lord Stewart Jackson
Shelagh McNerney
Phil Mullan
Chair: Rob Lyons

DON’T LOOK BACK! 
ESCAPING THE EU’S 
ECONOMIC DOOM 
LOOP
Lord David Frost
Norman Lewis
Catherine McBride OBE
Ali Miraj
Steve Wright
Chair: Bruno Waterfield

FROM PRIDE TO 
PALESTINE: WHO ARE 
TODAY’S GREENS?
Shahrar Ali
Julie Bindel
Mark Hill
Simon Nash
Chair: David Axe

STOP THE PRESS! 
MEDIA IS BIASED… 
OR IS IT?
Jochen Bittner
Rob Burley
Poppy Coburn
Phil Craig
Bruno Waterfield
Chair: Alastair Donald

WE DON’T NEED NO 
INDOCTRINATION: 
THE POLITICISATION 
OF EDUCATION
Bella D’Abrera
Penny Lewis
Jo-Anne Nadler
Joanna Williams
Chair: Kevin Rooney 

FROM ADHD 
TO AUTISM: 
NEGOTIATING THE 
SPECIAL-NEEDS 
CRISIS 
Carrie Clark
Dave Clements
Naomi Fisher
Lukas Seifert
Chair: Kevin Rooney

SOCIAL CARE CRISIS: 
WHO SHOULD 
LOOK AFTER OUR 
ELDERLY?
Jennie Bristow
Andy Cox
Gareth Lyon
Alice Semark
Louis Stedman-Bryce
Chair: Gareth Sturdy

WILL THE PENSIONS 
‘TRIPLE LOCK’ 
BANKRUPT BRITAIN?
Joanna Marchong
Maxwell Marlow
Lisa McKenzie
Phil Mullan
Hilary Salt
Chair: Jake Weston

HOUNDED: SOCIAL 
ACCOUNTABILITY 
OR BULLYING?
Albie Amankona
Jenny Lindsay
Jo Phoenix
Michelle Shipworth
Chair: Jacob Reynolds

PUBERTY-BLOCKERS 
SCANDAL: 
THE ETHICS OF 
CLINICAL TRIALS
Kate Barker
Jennifer Cunningham
Baroness Sharron Davies
James Esses
Marcus Evans
Chair: Claire Fox

FROM WOMB 
TRANSPLANTS TO 
CAESAREANS: 
BRAVE NEW WORLD 
OF FERTILITY?
Jo Bartosch
Emma Gilland
Sandy Starr
Günes Taylor
Simon Wilde
Chair: Ann Furedi

WHEN ACTIVISM 
MEETS THE ARTS 
Nat Edwards
Denise Fahmy
Oliver Rudland
Lola Salem
Alexandra Wilson
Chair: Wendy Earle

LET ME CONVINCE 
YOU: WE MUST 
DEFEND LIBERALISM
Lecturer: 
Ashley Frawley
Chair: 
Sebastian Moore

WHAT IS RACISM 
ANYWAY?
Josie Appleton
Kunle Olulode
Charlie Peters
Alka Sehgal Cuthbert
Chair: Alan Miller

FROM KEMI’S TORIES 
TO ANDY’S LABOUR: 
CAN THE LEGACY 
PARTIES MAKE A 
COMEBACK? 
Jonny Ball
Carlton Brick
Ike Ijeh
Esther McVey MP
Stella Tsantekidou
Chair: Sally Millard

FROM VIETNAM TO 
IRAN, WHY CAN’T 
THE WEST WIN WARS? 
Bill Durodié
James Glancy
William C. Hicks
Rosie Kay
Mark Seddon
Chair: Jacob Reynolds

FIFA AND THE 
FUTURE OF 
FOOTBALL
Duleep Allirajah
Jack Kelsall
Paul Quinn
Sally Taplin
Chair: Geoff Kidder

ONCE UPON A 
TIME: CHILDREN’S 
LITERATURE AND THE 
CULTURE WARS
Stephanie Davies-Arai
Ian Mitchell
Gillian Philip
Julia Williams
Chair: Ella Whelan

LET ME CONVINCE 
YOU: BRITAIN 
NEEDS A US-STYLE 
FREE-SPEECH FIRST 
AMENDMENT
Lecturer: 
Michael C R Reiners
Chair: Dennis Hayes

LIES, DAMNED LIES...
LET’S TALK ABOUT 
STATS
Josie Appleton
Jamie Jenkins
Abhishek Saha
Alice Sullivan
Chair: Timandra 
Harkness

FROM METRO 
MAYORS TO 
MANCHESTER: 
A DEVOLUTION 
REVOLUTION?
Dolan Cummings
Lord Jack McConnell
Shelagh McNerney
Andy Preston
Gawain Towler
Chair: Alastair Donald

EUROPE’S 
MIGRATION CHAOS: 
CAN WE LEARN FROM 
THE ‘DANISH MODEL’?
Felice Basbøll
Sabine Beppler-Spahl
Henrik Overgaard-
Nielsen
Laura Perrins
Bruno Waterfield
Chair: Tony Gilland

LET ME CONVINCE 
YOU: THE UNITED 
KINGDOM IS OVER — 
GOOD!
Lecturer:
Kevin Rooney 
Chair: Simon Knight

FROM VOTING 
SYSTEMS TO 
PARLIAMENTARY 
REFORM: 
CONSTITUTIONAL 
VANDALISM?
Tessa Clarke
Ameer Kotecha
Lord Moylan
Sienna Rogers
Samuel Rubinstein
Chair: James Panton

VISAS FOR 
ALL? BRITAIN’S 
IMMIGRATION 
SCANDAL
Remi Adekoya
Guy Dampier
Rakib Ehsan
James Heartfield
Stella Tsantekidou
Chair: Luke Gittos

IS AMERICA LIVING 
UP TO THE IDEALS 
OF THE FOUNDING 
FATHERS?
Cheryl Hudson
Jacob Mchangama
James Price
Mark Seddon
Chair: Alan Miller

THE CORRUPTION OF 
THE UNIVERSITY?
John Armstrong
Tess Ashen
Lord Nigel Biggar
Frank Furedi
Thomas Prosser
Chair: 
Alka Sehgal Cuthbert

PODCAST LIVE:  
THE LIFE SCI 
FANTASTIC
WEIGHT-LOSS 
JABS: THE END OF 
WILLPOWER?
Host: Eliot Forster 
Guest: Federica Amati

(HOW) CAN THE 
UK SURVIVE THE 
DEBT CRISIS?
Dia Chakravarty
Ross Clark
Dominic Frisby
Phil Mullan
David Paton
Chair: Tony Gilland

AFTER THE 
WILDFIRES AND 
FLOODS: SHOULD 
WE REASSESS 
CLIMATE CHANGE?
Martin Durkin
Rob Lyons
Catherine McBride OBE
Calum TM Nicholson
Harry Wilkinson
Chair: 
Timandra Harkness

FROM QUIET 
QUITTING TO 
#LAZYGIRLJOBS: 
WORKSHY BRITAIN?
Poppy Coburn
Julia Hobsbawm OBE
James Vitali
Jake Weston
Joanna Williams
Chair: Alastair Donald

SURROGACY: 
BUYING A BABY OR 
BUILDING A FAMILY?
Irune Ariño
Julie Bindel
Annaïg Birdy
Susan Smith
Ella Whelan
Chair: Ellie Lee

FROM BOYCOTTS 
TO RENAISSANCE? 
THREATS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES IN 
THE ARTS
Wendy Earle
Nat Edwards
Rosie Kay
Jenny Lindsay
Ian Pace
Chair: Tiffany Jenkins

LET ME CONVINCE 
YOU: WE SHOULD NOT 
BAN THE BURQA
Lecturer: Alan Miller
Chair: Jon Holbrook

WHY ARE 
INFLUENCERS SO 
INFLUENTIAL?
Felice Basbøll
Andrew Gold
Jenny Holland
Connie Shaw
Oliver Walsh
Chair: Kirstin Brady

LETTING ABUSERS 
OUT EARLY: SOLVING 
THE PRISONS CRISIS
Ian Acheson
Rosie Duffield MP
David Shipley
Faith Spear 
Adam Wren
Chair: Beverley McKeon

10:15 – 11:45

12:15 – 13:30

14:45 – 16:15

16:45 – 18:15

LUNCH
13:30 – 14:45

LUNCHTIME 
BITES

13:45 – 14:30

BATTLE OF IDEAS FESTIVAL 2026 WELCOME ADDRESS 
WITH CLAIRE FOX, BEN DELO, ALASTAIR DONALD & ELLA WHELAN

CHURCH HOUSE CHURCH HOUSE THE ABBEY CENTRE

BATTLE OF IDEAS FESTIVAL 2026 SATURDAY NIGHT DRINKS (SEE P12)
55 BROADWAY, LONDON SW1H 0BD. ABOVE ST JAMES’S PARK UNDERGROUND STATION 

9:45 – 10:00 

18:15 – 20:30

EXPLORING 
AUTONOMY AND 
IDENTITY: WHAT IS 
DISABILITY ANYWAY?
Pete Donnelly
George Fielding
Chair: Dave Clements

FAFO PARENTS AND
THE RETURN OF THE
BIG BOSS MUM
Baroness Joanne Cash
Naomi Firsht
Emma Woolf
Chair: Ella Whelan

PODCAST EXTRA: 
ARTS FIRST 
MYTH, RELIGION AND 
NATIONAL IDENTITY
Host: Niall Crowley 
Guest: 
Dolan Cummings

SHOULD WE PUT 
BRITAIN FIRST? THE 
‘NATIONAL INTEREST’ 
QUESTION
Sabine Beppler-Spahl
Nick Busvine OBE
Lord Ross Kempsell
Lord Jack McConnell
Sebastian Moore
Chair: Hilary Salt
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ASSEMBLY 
HALL
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FIRST FLOOR
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GOODWIN SUITE
GROUND FLOOR

CONVOCATION 
HALL
FIRST FLOOR

TEMPLE 
ROOM
LOWER GROUND

HOSPITALITY 
SUITE
LOWER GROUND

ROBERT RUNCIE 
ROOM
LOWER GROUND

COUNCIL 
ROOM
GROUND FLOOR

WESTMINSTER 
ROOM
GROUND FLOOR

ABBEY 
ROOM
GROUND FLOOR

CHURCH HOUSE 
CAFÉ
GROUND FLOOR

CHAPEL 

FIRST FLOOR

KEYNOTE 
CONTROVERSIES

(UN)FREE 
SOCIETY

PODCASTS 
LIVE

THE STATE OF 
BRITAIN

FUTURE 
BRITAIN

IDEOLOGICAL 
CAPTURE?

INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS

TECH 
FUTURES

LIFESTYLE 
MATTERS

CONTEMPORARY 
CONTROVERSIES

BOOKSHOP CAFÉ 
CONVERSATIONS

DIALOGUES

LUNCH LUNCHLUNCH LUNCH

WAR ON WOMEN: 
‘INDEPENDENT 
PUBLISHING FOR 
THOSE WHO REFUSE 
TO BE CANCELLED’
Lecturer: Jo Phoenix
Respondents: 
Jo Bartosch
Genevieve Gluck
Marnie Riches
Chair: Dennis Hayes

SANCTIONING 
ISRAEL: PRINCIPLE 
OR PREJUDICE?
Jonny Gould
Jean Smith
Tali Smus
Chair: Simon McKeon

WHO WOULD BE A 
MUM TODAY?
Linda Duberley
Candice Holdsworth
Rebecca Steinfeld
Chair: Felice Basbøll

IS THE SOCIAL 
CONTRACT BROKEN? 
THE FIGHT FOR 
THE SOUL OF 
DEMOCRACY
Jennie Bristow
Rakib Ehsan
Lord Darren Mott
Sebastian Payne
Luke Tryl
Chair: Claire Fox

FREE SPEECH FOR ME 
AND NOT FOR THEE? 
THE RED LINES IN 
FREE EXPRESSION 
Paul Coleman
Akiko Hart
Jacob Mchangama
Akua Reindorf
Tom Slater
Chair: Alastair Donald

DO WE KNOW 
OUR ENEMY? 
UNTANGLING 
TERRORISM AND 
EXTREMISM
Quassim Cassam
Faika El-Nagashi
Luke Gittos
Jonathan Hall KC 
Chair: Jacob Reynolds

SUICIDAL EMPATHY: 
IS THE WEST KILLING 
ITSELF WITH 
KINDNESS?
Tim Black
Dominic Green
Eric Kaufmann
Emma Trimble
Chair: Claire Fox

IS ANTI-ZIONISM 
REALLY 
ANTISEMITISM?
Mark Birbeck
Philippe Karsenty
Nicole Lampert
Ralph Leonard
Chair: Eve Kay

TIKTOK ANDY AND 
NO.10 NORTH: 
PERFORMANCE 
OVER SUBSTANCE?
Penny Dee
Richard Johnson
Fraser Myers
Simon Wilde 
Chair: Ken McLaughlin

WHO IS COUNCIL 
HOUSING FOR?
Lord Shaun Bailey
Dylan Evans
James Heartfield
Lisa McKenzie
Chair: Michael Owens

ASSISTED DEATH TO 
SEXUAL FREEDOM: 
AUTONOMY AND ITS 
DISCONTENTS
Ann Furedi
Tiffany Jenkins
Helen Joyce
Rupa Subramanya
Chair: Alastair Donald

POST-TRANS MANIA: 
THE FUTURE FOR 
WOMEN IN SPORT
Fiona McAnena
Jon Pike
Lynne Pinches
Eloise Schultz
Su Wong
Chair: Sally Taplin

THE GREAT SEX 
RECESSION: HAS 
GEN Z FORGOTTEN 
HOW TO DATE? 
Lara Brown
Lino Buckingham
Laura Perrins
Luke Taylor
Chair: Jake Weston

PODCAST LIVE: 
TAKE ME HOME 
GROWING UP IN THE 
CULTURE WARS 
Hosts: Sebastian Moore 
and Hilary Salt 
Guests: Jennie Bristow 
and Ellie Lee

GROOMING 
GANGS TO THE 
NOTTINGHAM 
INQUIRY: 
UNTANGLING 
ACCOUNTABILITY
Frank Furedi
Maggie Oliver
Emma Webber
Chair: Claire Fox

ANTI-SOCIAL 
BRITAIN: WHY DO 
WE FEEL UNSAFE?
Lord Shaun Bailey
Laila Cunningham
Rory Geoghegan
Stuart Waiton
Chair: Simon McKeon

HAS NEOLIBERALISM 
FAILED? AN 
ALTERNATIVE 
STRATEGY FOR 
REINDUSTRIALISATION
Lecturer: 
Costas Lapavitsas
Respondents: 
Liam Halligan
Vicky Pryce
James Woudhuysen
Chair: Phil Mullan

WOMEN BETRAYED: 
SHOULD WE SMASH 
THE UNIONS AND 
START AGAIN?
Jim Butcher
Rosie Duffield MP
Bethany Hutchison
Jon Pike
Chair: Ella Whelan

WHAT DOES 
INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
MEAN TO YOU? 
FOREIGN AID AND 
ITS DISCONTENTS
Remi Adekoya
Nimco Ali OBE
Emma Gilland
Steve Miles
Chair: Para Mullan

FROM 
SURVEILLANCE 
TO CENSORSHIP: 
ROLLING BACK 
THE LAWS
Jon Holbrook
Jon Moynihan
Maya Thomas
Chair: Lesley Katon

FROM CULTURAL 
ICONS TO 
BACKGROUND 
NOISE: WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 
THE BANDS?
David Cotter
Neil Davenport
Philip Kiszely
Lysia Leal
Leo Villa
Chair: Andy Shaw

BOOKSHOP BARNIE:
ZOE STRIMPEL ON 
GOOD SLUT: 
HOW MONEY, SEX 
AND POWER SET 
WOMEN FREE
Zoe Strimpel
Host: Austin Williams

THE ODYSSEY: 
CINEMATIC 
SENSATION OR 
SIN AGAINST THE 
GREEKS?
Niall Crowley
Frank Hudson
David Perks
Maren Thom
Stella Tsantekidou
Chair: Jane Sandeman

PODCAST LIVE: 
LAST ORDERS 
THE LATEST NANNY 
STATE NEWS 
Hosts: Tom Slater and 
Christopher Snowdon
Guests: Tony Lapidus and 
Gawain Towler

SHOULD WE SCRAP 
THE EQUALITY ACT? 
Shahrar Ali
Laila Cunningham
Jon Holbrook
Dennis Kavanagh
Alka Sehgal Cuthbert
Chair: Claire Fox

PODCAST LIVE: 
THE STATE OF IT
REPORTS FROM 
THE COALFACE OF 
BRITISH POLITICS 
Host: Steven Swinford 
Guests: Patrick Maguire 
and Lara Spirit

THE GREAT 
REALIGNMENT: THE 
RISE AND WOES OF 
POPULISM 
Stephen Davies
Frank Furedi
Nick Tyrone
Chair: Ella Whelan

POWER TO THE 
PEOPLE: CAN 
ENERGY POLICY 
REBUILD BRITAIN? 
Richard Lyon
The Earl Russell
Ralph Schoellhammer
Michelle Shipworth
Austin Williams
Chair: Dominic Standish

NHS, POLICE, BBC... 
IS POLITICISATION 
CORRUPTING PUBLIC 
SERVICES?  
Ian Acheson
Andrew Gilligan
Ameer Kotecha
Baroness Sarah Ludford
Nick Wallis
Chair: Jacob Reynolds

FINALLY TRUMPED: 
WHO’S THE HEIR 
TO MAGA?
Mary Dejevsky
Dominic Green
William C. Hicks
Jenny Holland
Richard Johnson
Chair: Kevin Yuill

LETTERS ON LIBERTY: 
ISLAMO-LEFTISM 
NEW CHALLENGES TO 
FREEDOM
Lecturer: Tim Black
Respondents: 
Daniel Ben-Ami
Manick Govinda
Vanessa Pupavac
Tim Scott
Chair: Jan Macvarish

HARD HATS OR 
GRADUATION CAPS: 
CAN SCHOOLS 
SOLVE THE NEETS 
PROBLEM?
Felice Basbøll
Linda Murdoch
Kunle Olulode
Baroness Spielman
Chair: 
Harley Richardson

TO KILL A 
MOCKINGBIRD: 
TIMELESS OR 
OUTDATED?
Luke Gittos
Ralph Leonard
Georgina Mumford
Laura Perrins
Charlie Webber
Chair: Emma Gilland

TECHLASH: BLAMING 
SOCIAL MEDIA FOR 
EVERYTHING
Lara Brown
Matilda Gosling
Molly Kingsley
Alan Miller
Abhishek Saha
Chair: Toby Marshall

PODCAST LIVE: 
SPECTATOR’S 
COFFEE HOUSE SHOTS
Host: James Heale
Guest: Scarlett Maguire

MIDDLESBROUGH: 
WHAT JUST 
HAPPENED?
Rory Geoghegan
Andy Preston
Joanna Williams
Chair: Jon Bryan

OPINION POLLING: 
DEMOCRACY’S 
FRIEND – OR FOE?
Daniel Cremin
Niamh Mercer Danher
Luke Tryl
Chair: James Panton

ARE DRONES READY 
FOR TAKE-OFF?
Lt Jack Clark
James Woudhuysen
Chair: 
Timandra Harkness

LGB & TQI+: 
THE HISTORY 
AND FUTURE OF A 
FORCED MARRIAGE
Neale Hanvey
Bev Jackson
David Stickland
Chair: Michael Owens

FRENCH ELECTIONS 
2027: CHAOS IN 
FRANCE... TURMOIL 
IN EUROPE?
Philippe Karsenty
Lola Salem
Richard Schenk
Chair: Fraser Myers

AI CONTENT: GENIUS 
OR GARBAGE? 
WE ASK AI 
Piers Benn
Tom Berman
Penny Lewis
Martin Loat OBE
Vicky Richardson
Chair: Rob Lyons

MEET THE AUTHORS: 
HEGEL’S 
PHENOMOLOGY 
OF SPIRIT
James Heartfield
Cronain O’Kelly
Chair: Toby Marshall

CONVERSION 
PRACTICES BILL: 
CRIMINALISING 
PARENTS, TEACHERS 
AND PRIESTS? 
Lucy Beney
Faika El-Nagashi
Neale Hanvey
Helen Joyce
Sarah Phillimore
Chair: Jan Macvarish

PODCAST LIVE: 
PLANET NORMAL
NEWS AND VIEWS 
FROM BEYOND 
THE BUBBLE
Hosts: Liam Halligan
and Allison Pearson 
Guests: Lucy Connolly 
and Robert Tombs

PODCAST EXTRA: 
THE BOOKING CLUB 
WITH JACK ALDANE – 
THE CATCHER IN THE 
RYE, 75 YEARS ON 
Host: Jack Aldane 
Guests: Tim Black, 
JJ Charlesworth and 
Georgina Mumford

DYSTOPIA VERSUS 
UTOPIA: DOES 
AI CHANGE 
EVERYTHING?
Donald Clark
Simon Evans
Lord Kulveer Ranger
Karin Rudolph
Sandy Starr
Chair: 
Timandra Harkness

HEDGEROWS VS 
HIGHWAYS: THE 
URBAN / RURAL 
DIVIDE
Baroness Kate Hoey
Ian Llewellyn
Baroness Ann Mallalieu
Maxwell Marlow
Charlie Pye-Smith
Chair: Alastair Donald

WHY IS POLICING 
BRITAIN SO 
DIFFICULT?
Paul Birch
Luke Gittos
Lisa McKenzie
Rick Prior
Hardeep Singh
Chair: Michael Owens

WHAT’S CHINA UP TO 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST?
Ahmed Aboudouh
Mary Dejevsky
Humphrey Hawksley
Edward Howell
Chair: Austin Williams

WILL THE NEW NEW 
MEDIA FINALLY KILL 
OFF THE MSM?
Penny Dee
Rob Lownie
Nico Macdonald
Lucy McLaughlin
Charlie Peters
Chair: John O’Brien

THE REPARATIONS 
DEBATE 
Ada Akpala
Piers Benn
Rafe Heydel-Mankoo
Alka Sehgal Cuthbert
Chair: Louise Burton

ANGRY YOUNG 
WOMEN? THE RISE 
OF THE FEMOSPHERE 
Ashley Frawley
Maeve Halligan
Scarlett Maguire
Zoe Strimpel
Chair: Emma Gilland

BREXIT: THE FACTS 
STRIKE BACK 
Nick Busvine OBE
Catherine McBride OBE
Robert Tombs
Chair: Ceri Dingle

FROM VAPE SHOPS 
TO GAMBLING: THE 
RISE AND RISE OF 
THE BLACK MARKET
Jon Bryan
Sir Philip Davies
Christopher Snowdon
Chair: Jake Weston

BENJAMIN BRITTEN, 
50 YEARS ON: STILL 
THE NATION’S 
COMPOSER?
Ian Pace
Oliver Rudland
Chair: 
Elisabetta Gasparoni

FROM 
HISTORYMAXXING TO 
NATION-BUILDING: 
UNPICKING THE 
BAYEUX TAPESTRY 
MANIA
Oliver Bennett
Ella Cotter
Michael Lewis
Elise Morrison 
Chair: Vicky Richardson

CAN THE SOCRATIC 
DIALOGUES HELP 
US NAVIGATE 
ETHICS TODAY?
David Perks
Chair: Gareth Sturdy

11:00 – 12:30

LUNCH
12:30 – 13:45

LUNCHTIME 
BITES

12:45 – 13:30

15:45 – 17:00

17:15 – 18:30

13:45 – 15:15

CHURCH HOUSE CHURCH HOUSE

BATTLE OF IDEAS FESTIVAL 2026 END OF FESTIVAL PARTY
BISHOP PARTRIDGE HALL, FIRST FLOOR, CHURCH HOUSE

BREAKFAST 
BANTERS

10:00 – 10:45

18:30
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